MARKLEYSBURG BOROUGH

MONTHLY MEETING
January 3, 2006
REORGANIZATION: Mayor Doug Friend opened the reorganization meeting and asked for nominations for Council President. Brian Frazee was nominated. No other nominations were made; Brian Frazee will serve as Council President. 

President Frazee called the meeting to order and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Brian Frazee, Jeff Frazee, Tara Hoffman & Lori Frazee

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Donna Welch, Bill Knight, Ginger Davis, Edward Hoffman, Wendell Guthrie & Dick Dennis

PRESENTATIONS & SPECIAL REPORTS: None

Bill Knight made a motion to accept December’s minutes. Tara Hoffman seconded. Carried.

PUBLIC COMMENT: None

REORGANIZATION Continued: Tara Hoffman made a motion to reappoint Donna Welch and Bill Knight to Council. (Both were write-in winners in the General Election but did not file their paperwork with the County to accept the seats.) Jeff Frazee seconded. Carried.
Donna Welch made a motion to accept resignations from Ginger Davis, Sec/Treas and Lori Frazee, Council member. Bill Knight seconded. Carried. 

President Frazee opened the floor to nominations for Vice President. Darren Hersom was nominated. No other nominations were made; Darren Hersom will serve as Vice President. Nominations were opened for President Pro Tem. Bill Knight was the only nominee and will serve as President Pro Tem.

The following appointments were made by unanimous vote of Council:

Secretary/Treasurer – Lori Frazee, Solicitor – Jack Purcell

Council appointed The Eads Group as Borough Engineer with Donna Welch opposing.
RECEIPTS:

-GENERAL FUND-

1.  Somerfield Cable TV
$ 146.15

Cable Franchise Fee Nov ‘05

2.  Central Tax Bureau
$ 676.23

Earned Income Nov ‘05

3.  County of Fayette
$   77.05

Delinquent Tax Dec ‘05

4.  Ginger Davis, Tax Collect.
$ 163.82

Real Estate Nov. ‘05

5.  Ginger Davis, Tax Collect.
$     7.96

Real Estate Nov. ‘05

6.  Webster & Webster
$   20.00

Lien Letter – Workman

7.  Commonwealth of PA
$ 116.28

State Police Fines & Penalties (direct deposit)

8.  Somerset Trust

$   99.80

Interest (12-20-05)

-SEWAGE FUND-

1.  Somerset Trust

$     5.25

Interest

2.  Deposit 12-20-05
$  336.00

Monthly fees

3.  Deposit 12-20-05
$  392.00

Monthly fees

4.  Deposit 12-20-05
$  728.00

Monthly fees

5.  Deposit 12-20-05
$ 112.00

Monthly fees

6.  Somerset Trust

$ 548.00

Transfer from Line of Credit (12-15-05) to checking

-ROAD FUND-

1. Somerset Trust

$3.14

Interest

EXPENSES:

-GENERAL FUND-

1.  Allegheny Power

$   46.40

Boro. Bldg. Electric (Paid)

2.  N.P.W.A.

$   35.00

City Water Nov ‘05

3.  Ginger Davis, Tax Collect.
$   11.77             
Commission Sept/Oct/Nov/Dec

4.  Tribune Review Publishing
$   39.52      
Legal Advertisement 2006 Meeting Schedule

5.  Davis & Davis

$ 600.00

2005 Retainer

-SEWAGE FUND-

1.  N.P.W.A.

$    35.00

City Water Nov ‘05

2.  Allegheny Power

$ 558.11

Sewage Plant Electric (Paid 12-20-05)

3.  Somerfield Cable TV
$    36.25

Sewage Plant Phone Service

4.  Fisher Excavating
$1450.00

Grinder Pump Installation (Fearer property)

5.  Somerset Trust

$ 524.29

Finance Charge (Paid 12-20-05)

6.  PennVest

$ 192.59

Auto Withdrawal, PennVest payment

7.  Somerset Trust

$ 548.00

Paid back to Line of Credit (12-20-05)

8.  Fisher Excavating
$ 180.00

Repair to Grinder Pump

9.  Higbee Insurance Agency
$ 134.00

Flood Insurance
-ROAD FUND-

1.  Allegheny Power

$

Streetlights
Donna Welch made a motion to accept the receipts and pay the expenses as listed. Bill Knight seconded. Carried.

Donna Welch made a motion to transfer $2500 from Road Fund savings account to Road Fund checking. Bill Knight seconded. Carried.

Donna Welch made a motion to list Brian Frazee, Lori Frazee and Doug Friend as authorized signers on Borough bank accounts. Tara Hoffman seconded. Carried.
NEW BUSINESS:

Council Seat Vacancy - Two Borough residents indicated interest in holding the vacant council seat: Wendell Guthrie and Edward Hoffman. Both were thanked for volunteering to serve.

Donna Welch made a motion to appoint Edward Hoffman as a Council member. Bill Knight seconded. Carried. Mr. Hoffman was seated at Council’s table for the remainder of the meeting.
Attorney Purcell reminded Council that the appointed Council seats would be 2-year terms. Should the write-in winners fill out the necessary paperwork confirming their acceptance of their win, they would then serve 4-year terms. Both Mrs. Welch and Mr. Knight indicated they would accept as appointed members and serve a 2-year term.

Tax Collector Exoneration - Borough Tax Collector Ginger Davis asked to be exonerated from all uncollected 2005 Borough Real Estate taxes. Donna Welch made a motion to exonerate the tax collector from the 2005 Borough Real Estate taxes in the amount of $1439.28. Jeff Frazee seconded. Carried.
OLD BUSINESS:

Fayette Co EMA - Council was informed by James Bittner, Fayette County Emergency Management Agency, that the Borough’s Emergency Operations Plan needed to be reviewed and updated, if necessary, and changes forwarded to their office. Shirley Norman, local coordinator, was contacted and said the plan was still current, in good standing and met with her approval with no changes. She directed Council to pass a resolution stating this and forward it to Fayette County EMA. Donna Welch made a motion to approve and pass Resolution #2006-01 concerning the Emergency Operations Plan. Bill Knight seconded. Carried.
Mr. Bittner indicated the Borough had not signed off on the County’s Hazard Mitigation Plan and should do so as soon as possible. Any community effected by a disaster must have an updated Hazard Mitigation Plan in place to receive federal aid in the form of monies or loans. If the Borough does not file the appropriate paperwork, emergency funding may be withheld. 
Jeff Frazee made a motion to approve and pass Resolution #2006-02 concerning the Hazard Mitigation Plan. Donna Welch seconded. Carried.

Mackin Engineering - Council received a very brief memo from Mike Dufalla, Mackin Engineering, inquiring about the Borough’s interest in a joint Comprehensive Plan and a mountain area COG. Council expressed interest in both, but would need more information before committing to anything. Issue was tabled with no action taken.
Unemployment Comp - The Labor & Industry Dept sent a Monthly Notice of Compensation Charged. Borough employee, Wesley Dennis collected unemployment compensation for the month of November.

NPWA Seat - Council discussed the opening on the NPWA board. Attorney Purcell said the Borough can appoint anyone at their discretion and need not be a Borough resident. Additionally, he pointed out that Council could take action tonight to fill the seat or could reserve the appointment until a later date and the board would continue with its current members until Council appointed someone. Dick Dennis, whose term expired, indicated his desire to keep the seat, at least until the planned water line expansion was finished. Wendell Guthrie was asked if he was interested in filling the position and he said he would represent the Borough if needed, but felt that Mr. Dennis brought experience to the table and he would defer to him. Council discussed the matter at length, examining differing scenarios and felt they should maintain their ability to have majority representation. President Frazee tabled making an appointment. He further stated that unless circumstances warrant, an appointment would not be made in 2006.
Sewage - Mr. Dennis asked if the Borough is planning to expand the Sewage line; near the Flat Rock Rd area in particular. President Frazee said there are no immediate plans to expand, largely due to financial reasons, but also because everyone in the initial project area hasn’t tapped in yet and we haven’t been able to determine accurate sewage flow data. The system is new and there are too many unknowns at this time. Mr. Dennis inquired as to Henry Clay Twp’s administrative affiliation with the project and if they, essentially, had a vote in making extensions. The Township must be consulted and agree to extensions in the township, but they had no vote on pursuing them. President Frazee remarked that Council has not discussed any extensions, but if and when they occur, all would require mandatory tap-ins. He suggested that interested parties circulate petitions to property owners in areas where sewage is desired to see if the majority of owners support public sewage.
Council received the 1st NPDES report from the DEP. 

President Frazee, Ben Faas (Eads Group) and Attorney Purcell have been discussing details to include in a letter responding to Allison Park’s letter from last month. President Frazee and Attorney Purcell will meet to finalize the letter once it is drafted by Mr. Faas. 
The settlement for the bust area was not sent to Eads due to the information included in AP’s letter. The Borough cannot settle with Eads until a final figure is determined in the dispute between the Borough and AP. 
A grinder pump was installed at Pam Bowser’s residence (property owned by Ruth Fearer) last week by Fisher Excavating and is now in operation.
Today (1-3-06) Ruth Fearer’s grinder pump was found to be working improperly. During inspection by Brian Frazee, it was found to have been installed incorrectly. Mr. Frazee contacted Ben Faas (Eads Group) concerning the immediate need to have the problem corrected. Mr. Faas advised that measures should be taken at once to fix the problem without waiting on AP. Mr. Frazee and Tony Fisher, Fisher Excavating, took the necessary steps to adjust the incorrectly installed connection. They found that the compression coupling was not tight and the 1 ½ “ pressure pipe was not in the coupling far enough to seal the connection. Pres. Frazee noted that other grinder pumps in the area had issues of this nature due to incorrect installation. Fisher Excavating charged $180.00 to make this repair and restore area to its original condition. This charge will be deducted from the balance owed to Allison Park.
Donna Welch motioned to adjourn. Seconded by Jeff Frazee. Carried.

CRIME WATCH - Children were seen shooting state road signs with paintball guns. Several instances of paintball shootings were noted within the Borough.  
Minutes taken and typed by:

Lori L. Frazee, Secretary/Treasurer
