MARKLEYSBURG BOROUGH

MONTHLY MEETING
February 6, 2006
President Frazee called the meeting to order and opened with silent prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Brian Frazee, Bill Knight, Jeff Frazee & Tara Hoffman
OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Lori Frazee, Sec/Treas; Doug Friend, Mayor; Wesley Dennis & Brad Danjou
PRESENTATIONS & SPECIAL REPORTS: None

Tara Hoffman made a motion to accept January’s minutes. Jeff Frazee seconded. Carried.

PUBLIC COMMENT: Wesley Dennis and Brad Danjou addressed Council concerning water in their basements. Both said they’ve been experiencing flooding problems that had not occurred prior to sewage construction. Mr. Dennis believes a drain may have been broken in the driveway/alley beside his house during construction. Mr. Danjou said he has water coming in his basement every time it rains and feels that the water table may have been disrupted during construction. Both were given complaint forms to complete and return to Council. Complaints will be forwarded to our Engineer and Allison Park.
RECEIPTS:

-GENERAL FUND-

1. Somerfield Cable TV
$ 139.74

Cable Franchise Fee Dec ‘05

2. Central Tax Bureau

$ 343.16

Earned Income Dec ‘05
3. Somerset Trust

$ 108.31

Interest (1-20-06)

-SEWAGE FUND-

1. Somerset Trust

$    16.53

Interest

2. Deposit 1-3-06

$  560.00

Monthly fees

3. Deposit 1-3-06

$  588.00

Monthly fees

4. Deposit 1-3-06

$  756.00

Monthly fees

5. Deposit 1-3-06

$    28.00

Monthly fees
6. Deposit 1-10-06

$  812.00

Monthly fees

7. Deposit 1-10-06

$1261.00

Monthly fees

8. Deposit 1-10-06

$  532.00

Monthly fees

9. Deposit 1-21-06

$  252.00

Monthly fees

10. Deposit 1-27-06

$  812.00

Monthly fees

11. Deposit 1-27-06

$  588.00

Monthly fees
-ROAD FUND-

1. Somerset Trust

$      5.70

Interest
2. Transfer from CD

$2500.00

Transfer to checking (1-09-06)
EXPENSES:

-GENERAL FUND-

1. Allegheny Power

$   46.34

Boro. Bldg. Electric (Pd 1-16-06)
2. PA Dept of Revenue
$   20.10

Quarterly taxes – Fed (Pd 1-13-06)

3. PA Dept of Revenue
$   13.82

Quarterly taxes Correction (Pd 1-23-06)

4. United States Treasury
$ 100.18

Quarterly taxes – State (Pd 1-13-06)

5. United States Treasury
$   68.76

Quarterly taxes Correction (Pd 1-23-06)

6. PA UC Fund

$       .59

Quarterly taxes (Pd 1-13-06)

7. PA UC Fund

$       .41

Quarterly taxes Correction (Pd 1-23-06)

8. Postmaster

$   39.00

Postage Stamps (Pd 1-18-06)

9. Somerset Trust

$   71.99

Checks (Auto-Withdrawal 12-28-05)

10. Somerfield Cable TV
$   31.25

Borough Bldg Phone

11. Ginger Davis

$     9.11

Postage (Reimbursement)

12. Paul Sprowls Agency Inc
$ 174.00

Treasurer’s Bond

13. Lori Frazee

$   25.55

Minute Book (Reimbursement)

14. PA League of Cities/Munic
$   65.00

Piggyback Program Membership

15. PA UC Fund

$   77.68

Unemployment Comp – 4th Qtr.

16. N.P.W.A.


$   35.00

City Water Dec ‘05
17. Henry Clay Township
$1551.36

Fire Co. Insurance – Boro’s share
-SEWAGE FUND-

1. PennVest


$192.59

Loan Payment (Auto-Withdrawal 1-03-06)

2. Somerset Trust

$  486.73

LOC Finance Charge (Pd 1-30-06)

3. Allegheny Power

$  584.76

Sewage Plant Electric (Pd 1-30-06)
4. Postmaster

$    39.00

Postage Stamps (Pd 1-18-06)

5. Ginger Davis

$      3.69

Postage (Reimbursement)

6. H&H Water Controls Inc
$  348.00

STP Chemicals

7. H&H Water Controls Inc
$1600.00

Plant Operations – Nov

8. VITALink


$  140.26

Battery Back-up, Copy paper, Envelopes

9. N.P.W.A.


$    35.00

City Water -  Dec ‘05
10. Somerfield Cable TV
$    36.25

STP Phone Service

11. Fisher Excavating

$  845.00

Lateral Installation (Seese Electric property)
12. Lori Frazee

$    50.00

Gift Certificate for Ginger Davis (Reimbursement)
-ROAD FUND-

1. Allegheny Power

$312.75

Streetlights (Pd 1-13-06)
2. Allegheny Power

$312.75

Streetlights

3. Henry Clay Township
$800.00

2006 Snow Plowing
Jeff Frazee made a motion to accept the receipts and pay the expenses as listed. Bill Knight seconded. Carried.
Jeff Frazee made a motion to open a Sewage Savings account, transfer $1600 from the Sewage Checking account to it and deposit $800/month beginning in March. Tara Hoffman seconded. Carried. (As discussed when preparing the 2006 Sewage Budget.)
NEW BUSINESS:

Certified Mail resolution- Bill Knight made a motion to pass Resolution #2006-03 – Certified Mail Resolution. Jeff Frazee seconded. Carried. Resolution allows Council to charge a $12 fee per item for all certified mail sent out, to be paid by the recipient.
Tax Collector Fees resolution – Jeff Frazee made a motion to pass Resolution #2006-06 – Tax Collector Fees Resolution upon Solicitor’s approval, making any changes suggested by him. Tara Hoffman seconded. Carried. Resolution allows fees to be imposed for bad checks, lien letters, certified mail and duplicate tax bills. 
OLD BUSINESS:

SEWAGE – An aging summary of overdue accounts was reviewed by Council.
*STP - Brian Frazee reported that the comminutor is not functioning correctly at the STP. He has been trying to get the contractor to repair/replace it under warranty since it has not worked properly since initial plant start-up. He checked on pricing for a new Baldor motor from a distributor in Connellsville; the estimated cost was $390. More estimates will be obtained if Council has to buy a new motor. 
*H&H Water Controls - Flow meter reports were received from H&H Water Controls. Results from the reports show a 100,000 gallons/per day flow which indicates a water infiltration problem within the sewage system somewhere. EADS has been notified of the problem and said it could be from improper hook-ups that included drain water from customers’ basements. They questioned the method used for lateral testing. Smoke testing was administered for all connections as permitted by the Sewage Rules and Regulations. Brian Frazee disagreed with their assessment and believes the lateral testing was very thorough and the infiltration is occurring elsewhere.
It was noted that anyone pumping water from flooded basements should not pump it into the sewage system.

*Land Development - A letter from Atty Michael Schaefer was received asking for a meeting to discuss the land development proposed by Tony Blaner several months ago. Brian Frazee will contact EADS and the Solicitor to schedule the meeting for a preliminary discussion.

*Seese Lateral – Fisher Excavating installed the sewage lateral for connection of Jonas Jr & Judith Seese’s property located along Main St. (Seese Electric) on January 31, 2006. Council will try to recover the installation charge of $845 from Allison Park, since they installed the lateral at the wrong location. 
*Allison Park – A meeting has been scheduled this week between EADS and Allison Park to review bills, payments and pending change orders.

*Council noted that the deadline for connecting to the public sewage system is May 31. 2006. Beginning June 1. 2006 customers not hooked up are subject to the fines and penalties as outlined in the Borough’s Sewage Rules & Regulations. Notice of the deadline was sent to customers not connected with their billing statements in January. February’s billing will include completed sewage permits. Anyone who has not connected or completed connection will be notified of the deadline and be instructed to contact the sewage inspector for information.
NPWA – The Authority reorganized in January and all officers remain the same with one exception: Donna Welch was replaced as Treasurer by Bill Knight. Work continues to get water lines run to Fort Necessity.
COG –Township Supervisors, Council members and Solicitors from the 7 mountain municipalities attended a workshop hosted by Wharton Twp to discuss the potential for developing a COG. (Brian Frazee, Lori Frazee and Atty Purcell attended the workshop.) Most officials had little information about COGs and felt more details must be obtained before making any firm decisions about forming a COG. Officials discussed the potential pros and cons of purchasing as a COG. Atty Purcell said that purchasing was probably the simplest function a COG could perform and mentioned the following items as other functions a COG could implement: Planning/Zoning, Police/Code Enforcement/EMS, Infrastructure – Water/Sewage/Parks and Intergovernmental Relations. Officials determined that more research should be conducted by all municipalities and another workshop be scheduled for after the Twp Supervisors Convention in March. The next workshop will be coordinated by Wharton Twp and held at Ohiopyle Borough in April. 

President Frazee distributed Intergovernmental Cooperation Handbooks to Council members in attendance and encouraged them to inform themselves about COGs because a decision will eventually be made about forming and/or participating in one. He further stated that should a COG be formed, the Borough may want to take the lead in laying the groundwork. He said it may be beneficial to contact COG officials in other municipalities about the advantages and disadvantages of having a COG. At this time, Fayette County has no COGs. 
ROAD WORK – Council will need to get estimates for repairing Brown Hill Rd. A meeting should be scheduled with Harold Whyel of PennDot about road projects. Council may want to see if Henry Clay Twp is planning road work soon and see if the Borough can join with them to get better pricing for paving and road repair costs.
MISCELLANEOUS – Brian Frazee made a motion to send a thank-you card and $50 gift certificate to Ginger Davis for her years of service as Borough Secretary, Treasurer and Tax Collector. Bill Knight seconded. Carried.
Tara Hoffman motioned to adjourn. Bill Knight seconded. Carried.

CRIME WATCH – A car was stolen from the Ravenscraft property; it was later recovered.  
Minutes taken and typed by:

Lori L. Frazee, Secretary/Treasurer
