MARKLEYSBURG BOROUGH

MONTHLY MEETING
April 3, 2006
President Frazee called the meeting to order and opened with silent prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Brian Frazee, Tara Hoffman, Ed Hoffman, Bill Knight & Jeff Frazee
OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Lori Frazee, Sec/Treas
PRESENTATIONS & SPECIAL REPORTS: None

Tara Hoffman made a motion to accept March’s minutes. Bill Knight seconded. Carried.

PUBLIC COMMENT: None
RECEIPTS:

-GENERAL FUND-

1. Somerfield Cable TV
$ 154.94

Franchise Fees – Feb
2. Central Tax Bureau

   685.91

Earned Income Tax – Feb
3. County of Fayette

   142.08

Delinquent Taxes – Feb
4. Lori Frazee, Tax Collector
 1177.36

Real Estate Taxes - Mar
5. Somerset Trust

   100.01

Interest (3-20-06)
-SEWAGE FUND-

1. Deposit 3-10-06

    728.00

Monthly Fees

2. Deposit 3-10-06

    728.00

Monthly Fees
3. Deposit 3-20-06

    476.00

Monthly Fees
4. Deposit 4-3-06

    982.80

Monthly Fees
5. Deposit 4-3-06

  2079.11

Monthly Fees & Conrad Tap Fee
6. Somerset Trust

      17.45

Interest (3-20-06)
-ROAD FUND-
1. Somerset Trust

      $5.69

Interest (3-20-06)
-ROAD FUND CD-
1. PA Treasury Dept

$5482.44

Liquid Fuels Money (Direct Deposit 4-3-06)

EXPENSES:
-GENERAL FUND-
1. Allegheny Power

    $42.63

Borough Bldg electric (Pd 3-27-06)

2. Somerfield Cable TV
      31.25

Borough Bldg Phone 

3. NPWA


      35.00

Borough Bldg Water – Feb
4. Fayette County Treasurer
      59.13

Tax Books & Bills
5. County of Fayette

        2.24

Tax Collector Bond (Boro’s share)
6. Brian Frazee

      30.36

Garbage Bags & Keys
7. Linda Gary

    280.00

Auditor wages – 40hrs @ $7/hr
8. Doug Friend

    120.00

Mayor wages – J,F,M
9. Brian Frazee

    120.00

Council President wages – J,F,M
10. Darren Hersom

      20.00

Council wages - M
11. William Knight

      40.00

Council wages – J,F
12. Jeffery Frazee

      40.00

Council wages – J,F
13. Edward Hoffman

      40.00

Council wages – J,M
14. Tara Hoffman

      60.00

Council wages – J,F,M
15. Donna Welch

      20.00

Council wages - J
16. Lori Frazee

    401.34

Secretary/Treasurer wages (Gross $450)
17. Fisher Excavating

  2929.00

Borough Bldg Sewage Connection & Downspouts
18. Lori Frazee, Tax Collector
      52.49

Tax Collector Commission (Gross $58.87)

-SEWAGE FUND-

1. PennVest


$ 192.59

Auto Withdrawal (4-3-06)


2. Somerset Trust
  
   450.36

LOC Finance Charge (Pd 3-22-06)

3. Somerset Trust

   800.00

Transfer to Sewage CD (3-8-06)

4. Allegheny Power

   450.83

STP Electric (Pd 3-27-06)

5. Postmaster

     39.00

Postage stamps (Pd 3-20-06)

6. H&H Water Controls, Inc.
     18.30

STP Chemicals (Correction Inv#129541)
7. H&H Water Controls, Inc.
 1600.00

Plant Operations – Feb
8. NPWA


     35.00

STP Water - Feb
9. Somerfield Cable TV
     36.25

STP Phone
10. Brian Frazee

   183.45

Supplies (Flags, Paint, Hook, Wand)
11. VITALink


     29.99

Envelopes for Sewage Billing
-ROAD FUND-

1. Allegheny Power

$312.75

Streetlights
Jeff Frazee made a motion to accept the receipts and pay the expenses as listed. Ed Hoffman seconded. Carried.
NEW BUSINESS:

Voting Machine – Old machine was removed from the Borough Building on Friday, March 31st. New voting machine should arrive before the Primary Election in May. 
UCC – Fayette County sent a new Fee Schedule concerning UCC costs, along with a request to renew the Borough’s Cooperation Agreement. The existing Agreement expires on December 31, 2006. A letter was also received from a Somerset County company offering their services to perform the UCC work. Council discussed and reviewed all information received. 
Bill Knight made a motion to sign the UCC Cooperation Agreement with Fayette County. Seconded by Tara Hoffman. Carried. The new Agreement will expire on December 31, 2010.
Mowing/Outdoor Maintenance – Brian Frazee developed a Job Description for the Lawn Maintenance position. Council reviewed the details of Task 1 and Task 2. Task 1 includes mowing, trimming, trash clean-up/removal at the Borough building and adjacent Borough property. Task 2 includes mowing & trimming at the sewage treatment plant. This position is classified as a Contractor, not a Borough employee and will report to Council President as outlined in the description.
Jeff Frazee made a motion to solicit persons to do Lawn Maintenance and award to the lowest bidder. Seconded by Bill Knight. Carried. A copy of the Job Description is on file.

The Borough’s weed eater will be available to the lowest bidder; however, should it become inoperable the Contractor must find an alternate means for trimming. Bill Knight offered to do the mowing/trimming at the STP is no bids come in for that area. 

*Ken Frazee volunteered to paint window sills, trim and other areas of the Borough Building. Brian Frazee will pick up paint for this project.
*Council discussed the poor condition of the Borough Building roof. Council should get pricing for painting the roof as well as quotes for a new roof.

*President Frazee noted that wood chips are needed at the playground soon. Council should get pricing for wood chips or an acceptable, State-approved alternative.

*Council was encouraged again to develop plans/ideas for the adjacent Borough property. 

OLD BUSINESS:

COG – The workshop date has not been scheduled yet.
NPWA – Nothing reported.

Insurance Renewal – Higbee Insurance is working on a proposal for insurance renewal. Quotes from other companies will be accepted and considered by Council.  Last year Higbee suggested that the Borough perform yearly Road Maintenance inspections and keep a log of the findings on file. (Spring may be a good time for the inspections.)

Sewage
*A letter was sent to Jason Kazmierczek denying his request to make payments on his tap fee. 

*Fisher Excavating provided a quote for the borough building’s sewage connection, along with a contract to perform the work.

Ed Hoffman made a motion to hire Fisher Excavating to complete the Borough Building’s sewer connection and downspout drainage at the quoted amount of $2929. Seconded by Jeff Frazee. Carried.

* EADS sent a break-down of amounts still owed on the sewage project to Allison Park. The difference between EADS figures and AP’s is approximately $200,000.


*H&H Water Controls – Edgar Harris Jr. is waiting on correspondence from EADS to complete the Chapter 94 report for submission to the DEP. Council reviewed the monthly NPDES flow reports received from H&H; the gallons/per day numbers appear to be in line.
*Atty Purcell inquired to PennVest about the possibility of closing out the Borough’s loan/grant without AP signing the Change Orders. PennVest believes there is a way and Atty Purcell will provide us with the details when he receives them.

*Conaway Property – Dianna Rhodes contacted President Frazee concerning the Conaway property at the request of Steve Leskinen who uses the building for boat storage. Mr. Leskinen did not feel the property should be required to connect to the sewage system. President Frazee met with Ms. Rhodes at the property for an inspection of the building. He found the building did have facilities available and determined that the property must tap in or make the proper adjustments to remove all facilities. A letter will be sent to Mr. Dick Conaway, copied to Mr. Leskinen about the inspection findings.

*Liens – Council discussed when action should be taken to place liens on properties for failure to pay sewage fees.

Jeff Frazee made a motion to immediately file liens on all properties that have not paid tap fees. Seconded by Ed Hoffman. Carried
Properties include: Jeffrey Hartman, Edward & Penny Myers, Jason Kazmieczek & Charles Moore. The Conaway property will be included if appropriate action is not immediately taken to remove the facilities. All lien costs, such as filing fees, attorney’s fees, etc. will be passed onto the customer.
*Manholes – President Frazee found pricing for manhole inserts at a considerably low price.
Tara Hoffman made a motion to order 10 Water Inflow Covers, at the cost of $45.55 each (plus shipping). Seconded by Jeff Frazee. Carried. 
These will be installed and monitored and depending on their effectiveness, more may be ordered later.

A manhole lid located in the road near the STP came out a few weeks ago. Pres. Frazee used roof tar as a temporary fix for holding the lid. Council needs to find a better solution to ensure the lids will stay intact; even though the manufacturer and engineers assured us these would work fine in the road. The manufacturer, at one point, offered to exchange the lids for heavier ones. Pres. Frazee will contact the manufacturer to see if the offer still stands and make an exchange. 
*Calvin Jenkins phoned Pres. Frazee about black water coming up from the ground near the manhole in his yard. Pres. Frazee investigated and said the substance was not sewage, but run-off water and mentioned that a ditch may need dug to route the water to the creek.

*The latest sewage billing statements included notices to customers who have not tapped in or who have not completely tapped in explaining that they will be subject to fines if connections are not completed by the June 1, 2006 deadline. At this time, approximately 40 properties are not connected.
The Borough’s sewage ordinance states that fines can be set at not less than $25/day up to $300/day, plus fees, at Council’s discretion. 

Jeff Frazee made a motion to set fines according to the following scale: $300/day for customers who have done nothing to tap in; $200/day for those who have only the outside work complete; and, $100/day for those who have outside work complete and part of the inside work done. Seconded by Bill Knight. Carried.

Brown Hill Rd – No one met with Harold Whyel of PennDot about road projects. No quotes were received. Since bids should go out soon, Pres. Frazee will try to meet with Mr. Whyel this month.
It was noted that PennDot is expected to chip and tar Rt 281 from Confluence to the WV line sometime in May. Council may want to see if they could do Brown Hill Rd as well.

Miscellaneous – Ed Savage’s hearing concerning his request for a zoning special exception for the Tae Kwon Do studio is scheduled for April 12, 2006, 10:30am at the Courthouse.

Ed Hoffman motioned to adjourn. Jeff Frazee seconded. Carried.

CRIME WATCH – Nothing reported.  
Minutes taken and typed by:
Lori L. Frazee, Secretary/Treasurer
